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 State water managers have turned down a request to delay a hearing on a proposed water 

right application set for next week in Coeur d’Alene, the Idaho Department of Water Resources 

said today. 

 Groups protesting an application by North Idaho Power LLC for a permit to use ground 

water for cooling of a gas fired generation plant near Rathdrum had filed the request with IDWR 

on January 22, 2002. 

 The protestants had argued that North Idaho Power LLC had not provided satisfactory 

answers to ten of their pre-hearing questions (interrogatories). They stated this did not give them 

the opportunity to accurately analyze whether or not the project was speculative in nature or if 

the company had the financial ability to accomplish it.  They asked IDWR to force North Idaho 

Power LLC to provide answers, and to delay the hearings until the answers were received and 

could be analyzed. 

 The company responded by claiming the requested information is not relevant to the 

issues IDWR is required to evaluate, and that some of the information is proprietary and 

confidential in nature. 

 IDWR Hearing Officer L. Glen Saxton ruled today (Feb. 4, 2002) that the information 

sought by the protestants did go beyond what IDWR requires in its analysis and ordered that the 

hearings begin February 11th as scheduled. 
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